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PRICE TWOPENCE 


SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 

It is a matter of fairly general agreement that research is one of 
tire primary functions of a university, but when one enquires what kinds 
of research should be permitted and fostered, and why, the answers are 
diverse and sometimes even contradictory. 

Some assert that research is, and ought to be, an end in itself ; 
that the acquisition of new knowledge or the reorientation of old know- 
ledge is an occupation which needs no justification — it satisfies an 
aesthetic and emotional urge in those who pursue it, and that is enough. 
Yet those who take this view usually hesitate to press it to its logical 
conclusion and to say that the subject matter of the research is of no 
importance. They would, for instance, probably not be prepared to 
encourage or finance a research into the average number of matches 
per pipe used by smokers, or the colour of the hair of the Kings of Eng- 
land. It seems that in practice even the advocates of research for its 
own sake incline towards research which bears on some general question 
of intellectual interest, and which, in short, fits like a fragment of a 
mosaic into some larger scheme. 

There are, on the other hand, those who assert that knowledge is 
a good thing in itself ; that the pursuit of it is to be encouraged, and 
that the winning of new knowledge is therefore a laudable activity which 
is justifiable on this ground alone, the satisfaction and pleasure of the 
individual research worker being a secondary matter. 

Distinct from research pursued to satisfy personal inclination or 
to acquire knowledge because knowledge is deemed to be good, there 
is what may be called applied research, directed towards the acquisition 
of knowledge for material ends. Its technique may be, and generally is, 
identical with that of pure research, but its spirit is different. Its results 
are of the most diverse kind for it has discovered anaesthetics and pro- 
duced high explosives, prepared insulin and distilled poisoned gas, 
shortened working hours and swelled the ranks of the unemployed. 
Evidently the results of applied science are, in themselves, neither good 
nor bad, nor is it in practice possible for the individual research worker 
to envisage the use that may be made of his work. That is a matter for 
regulation by the state and by public opinion. It is not, for instance, 
just to blame the research worker for the evils of poison gas and bombing 
aeroplanes. As a citizen he bears his share of responsibility for the right 
use of modern technical resources ; as a technical expert he must take 
his part in enlightening public opinion as to the potential uses of inven- 
tion, but the ultimate responsibility rests with the whole community 
of which he is no more than a part. 

It seems justifiable therefore to pay no attention to the rather 
hysterical demands, which are sometimes made, that applied science 
should take a holiday and cease to produce new inventions and discover- 
ies for fear that they may be misapplied. 

Incidentally it may be remarked that applied research offers to 
university graduates of suitable training and personality careers which 
are interesting and, from the pecuniary point of view, not ill rewarded. 

At the present time there is a large demand for young research 
workers in industrial concerns, in the various sections of the Department 
of Scientific and Industrial Research and in the Service organisations. 
In order to qualify for such appointments it is usually desirable that a 
man, having graduated in the particular branch of science he has chosen, 
should undergo one or two years training in the methods of research 
at a university before seeking employment. This preliminary training 
has, in addition to its obvious value in improved technical qualifications, 
two other advantages. On the one hand it enables the young graduate 
to make quite sure that research is the kind of activity in which he will 
happily spend his life. On the other it enables the prospective employer 
to get some idea from the laboratory in which the graduate has been 
working as to whether he is the type of man who is likely to be useful. 

Finally, I should like to indicate what is, in my view, one of the 
chief benefits (albeit an indirect one) which research bestows upon the 
community. Research, pure or applied, cannot be successfully prose- 
cuted by biassed or undisciplined minds. It requires a ready acceptance 
of facts, a patient unravelling of evidence often at first sight conflicting, 
and a willingness to change one’s mind in the face of fresh data. Bluff 
will not do, nor petulance, nor undisciplined emotion. In a word, 
scientific research requires the scientific attitude of mind. Now, if in 
a community there are a number of scientifically-minded people, their 
habits of thought and mental discipline will slowly and imperceptibly, 
but none the less certainly, affect the mentality of those with whom they 
come into contact. On the whole, and over a long period of time, their 
influence becomes felt and logical precise thinking slowly leavens the 
lump of prejudice, intolerance and hysteria. The material inventions 
and discoveries of science may often be harmful, and in any case rapidly 
become obsolete, but the scientific habit of mind will remain a permanent 
and beneficial possession of human society when sky advertisement, 
the blaring loudspeaker, poison gas and the bomb are remembered only 
as the immature follies of a crude and barbarous age. 

L. G. Carpenter. 
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Editorial. 

So far this term the weather 
has been very unkind to sport, 
and all athletic clubs have had 
their fixture lists disorganised. 
But this week has seen some sport 
of less artificial kind : ground and 
equipment were both provided by 
Nature, although the gate paid 
(subsequently) was rather heavy 
for spectators and players. 

But the snow did more than 
provide sport for the idle rich or 
temporary work for the unem- 
ployed. The New .Forest on 
Saturday looked grander than 
ever. The brown and green of 
bracken and bush were flecked 
with the white of melting snow. 
Ditches were full to overflowing, 
the Avon at Christchurch was a 
quarter of a mile wide, and broad 
shallow streams flowed where a 
few months ago cattle grazed 
contentedly. Altogether, it seemed 
that Nature had set herself out to 
inspire awe and respect in the 
hearts of puny mortals trespassing 
on her domains. 

The ’flu epidemic seems to have 
abated, in spite of a misguided 
attempt by the President to pro- 
long its popularity. It has been 
suggested that the reason that 
Highfield suffered more than the 
other Halls was that the ‘ ‘ Orange 
and Gargle” treatment imposed 
upon the women induced a state 
of mass fear, thus rendering them 
less resistant to germs. 

College seems quite placid at 
present, although there is much 
going on behind the scenes. The 
Boat Club is pursuing its ‘ ‘ get- 
fit” policy (incidentally, a cold 
bath with snow on the ground 
outside makes one a snob for the 
rest of the morning), the Choral 
Society is rehearsing strenuously, 
and the Students’ Council office 
is a hive of industry, wherein 
questionnaires and lists of 
addresses are compiled, and ela- 
borate plans formulated for mak- 
ing the N.U.S. Congress a real 
success. 

As was pointed out at a recent 
S.C. meeting, “Wessex News” 
can be produced more efficiently 
and economically if contributions 
are sent in early. If type for the 
front and back pages can be set 
up on Saturday morning, it is not 
necessary for the printers to work 
late on Monday evening. Matter 
for publication, particularly cor- 
respondance and items for the 
Calendar, should therefore be 
handed in by Friday if possible. 


Pestilence 

Now after the finding out of 
the wizards, there came upon the 
Land many days of storm, both 
wind and rain, the which en- 
gendered a pestilence whereof 
many fell sick. Now certain of 
the women desired vehemently to 
get much money, wherewith to 
buy them boats. And lest this 
should seem strange, be it known 
that they would fain journey 
abroad to get themselves hus- 
bands : for the men in this Land 
will wed none of them. So they 
planned a banquet, with musick 
and dancing, to come to the 
which men should pay money, 
one silver piece. But many 
women fell sick of the pestilence, 
and the Hall of Women 
became unclean : therefore they 
held the banquet at the Hall of 
Connaught, wherein dwell men 
only : which indeed is a thing 
unmaidenly and shameful, and I, 
the scribe, blush to record it, 
yet must I do so, for it is sooth, 
and no lie. 

And Prinnee the King, who is 
in truth a father to his people, 
saw what scath the pestilence 
wrought among them, and he 
called together his nobles all, and 
asked of them if they knew of 
any means whereby the sickness 
might be stayed. So some said 
one thing, some another, but 
there arose at length one of 
great age, who had sojourned in 
the East, who said that the oil 
distilled from the liver of a 
certain fish of the North (this 
fish is large and like unto a 
monstrous Dab or Flounder) 
would infallibly cure the sickness. 

So they sent a trusted messenger 
to the North, where dwell the 
outland folk, whose speech no 
man may ken. And after many 
days he returned, bowed down 
and a-weary, bearing on his back 
a groat fish. So the wise men of 
the Land took from this fish 
the entrails, but the body they 
gave to the Hall of Eating. 
And they did stew the entrails 
in their alembics, and drew thence 
an oil, the virtue whereof was 
so great that the sick, when they 
had drunk but little, were healed. 

But the rest of the oil have the 
women taken to anoint them- 
selves and their boats withal, 
against the journey, which will 
be both long and toilsome. 


Protest 

One of the favourite bogies of 
that monstrous bully, the Modern 
Advertiser, is the Unnaturalness 
of Modern Life. On every page 
of the daily newspapers he seeks 
to intimidate us with this bugbear. 
White bread, tight shoes, sedent- 
ary life, the atmosphere in buses, 
starvation of one comic kind or 
another — these help to make life 
not worth living nowadays, unless 
we cram ourselves with vitamins, 
laxatives, cold-cures, sleeping- 
draughts, and their like. But, 
although the idea of gorging to 
repletion on gobbets of half-raw 
horseflesh, washed down with 
ditch-water, and sleeping it off 
in a stinking stuffy cave, lying in 
a litter of old bones and hunting- 
dogs, is very attractive to some of 
us, and is also, presumably, the 
ideal life, most of us seem to get 
on pretty well as we are. 

One thing, however, which 
would strike an intelligent primi- 
tive as being unnatural is the way 
we work here. 

“Man goeth forth unto his 
labour until the evening.” But 
it is not so with us. The evening 
brings no rest from work, but is 
rather the time when most work is 
done. The hours man was meant 
to work in, the hours of daylight, 
are frittered away in lecture-room 
and library, and we have become 
practically nocturnal in our habits. 
Because we go to bed so late we 
waste hours of daylight in the 
mornings, lying asleep, losing the 
best hours of the day. There must 
be something wrong with a system 
which makes men work at night 
and sleep in daylight. 

Furthermore, how many people 
here really rest from their work 
at the week-end ? A game on 
Saturday afternoon, then a later 
bed-time than ever on Saturday 
evening (or Sunday morning), 
and some work, however little, 
on Sunday. Apart from the Sabba- 
tarian point of view, why won’t 
people rest from work when they 
can do so with a clear conscience ? 

A day’s complete break from 
work once a week is of more value 
than a long holiday after many 
days ’ continuous work. 

Either we’re a set of fools, or 
we are a most miserable crew of 
cowards, terrorised by examina- 
tions into a lop-sided and utterly 
senseless way of living. Still, what 
else can we do ? Quite a lot. 


Russell Hall 
Entertainment 

Russell Hall were “at home” 
on Saturday evening, when High- 
field and Montefiore Halls were 
entertained ; true to tradition, the 
evening was characterised by its 
beautiful simplicity, the wonderful 
lack of organisation and the 
performance of unrehearsed 
sketches on the stage which have 
long been the outstanding features 
of Russell entertainments. Never- 
theless, it is this spirit which has 
in the past helped to make 
Russell “do’s” so popular, and 
Saturday evening proved to be 
no exception. The air of levity 
which pervaded the hall, was given 
its baptism by the introduction of 
a ‘ ‘ Dummy Dance, ’ ’ and it must 
have gladdened the hearts of many 
to see dear “Old Dud” frantically 
pirouetting in a vain attempt to 
avoid carrying the baby. 

As already gently hinted, the 
entertainment lacked the finished 
touches which result from careful 
preparation, but it was neverthe- 
less “passing fair.” The insight 
into Greek Tragedy did not per- 
haps coincide with Milton’s ideas 
on this subject, but no doubt gave 
a good indication of the students’ 
opinions of such drama. The 
vocal attempts — both collective 
and particular — would no doubt 
have been successful had the 
numbers been decided upon be- 
forehand. The resulting efforts 
were, however, deserving of the 
applause given. 

The happy atmosphere contin- 
ued to the end, and tired but con- 
tented feet strolled homeward — 
sometimes admittedly only to be 
retraced — feeling that once again 
Russell Hall had justified itself 
in the manner and spirit in which 
the entertainment had been carried 
out. 

University 
Labour Federation 

This Conference was held at 
Manchester during the Christmas 
Vac. One of the main subjects 
considered was the Spanish situa- 
tion. Delegates felt that this was 
no longer a merely local affair, 
but an expression of the separa- 
tion between Fascism and Com- 
munism taking place all over 
Europe. The Conference called 
upon the Labour Party to initiate 
a wide campaign to help the 
Spanish Government. 

Great progress has been made 
by the U.L.F. in the past year, 
and the problem of extending its 
activities so as to increase its 
influence was discussed, the fol- 
lowing resolution being passed : — • 
‘ ‘ We must develop a live Socialist 
policy and a clear compelling 
position in all questions which 
affect Students.” 

With regard to the general 
political position, the Conference 
called for a policy “to unite all 
sections of the Labour Movement 
and all progressive forces,” so 
that a clear alternative to the 
present Government could be 
advanced. 

D. R. Pearce, Sec. Socialist Society. 


INTER-VARSITY 
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MOTION 

“That the Break-up of our 

Civilisation is Imminent ” 

IN THE ASSEMBLY HALL 



WESSEX NEWS 


ATHLETIC UNION. 

SOCCER LOSE VITAL U.A.U. GAME 

Weather Again Upsets Saturday’s Sports 
Boat Clubs in the News 


Once again the weather man 
has stepped in to interfere with 
college sport. As a result of the 
snow, followed by rain, all matches 
were scratched on Saturday, but 
fortunately, a comparatively line 
beginning to the week’s weather 
enabled Wednesday’s games to be 
played. The Rugby and Netball 
teams both registered good wins. 

After opening the scoring in 
their U.A.U. match against Exeter 
U.C. at Swaythling, the Soccer 
team were defeated by three goals 
to two, the score clearly indicating 
the closeness of the game. College 
thus lost the only chance of gain- 
ing the Southern Championship, 
as it was necessary for the team 
to draw at least, in order to keep 
in the running. A superior for- 
ward line, however, gave Exeter 
the victory. 

The Rugger XV made a 
promising start to the term when 
they defeated R.A.F. Calshot on 
Wednesday by 10 points to 6, 
and this fine victory should give 
them great encouragement for 
their U.A.U. game against Read- 
ing on Wednesday. 

The Boat Club has now entered 
into full training in preparation 
for the strenuous weeks ahead ; 
it would be interesting to know 
the secret which makes the mem- 
bers of the Rowing Club so keen ; 
for years now they have been the 
only people to undertake serious 
and systematic training, and the 
success of the Boat Club is very 
largely responsible to this fine 
attitude. How different to the 
slackness of other clubs in this 
respect ! One can rarely see any- 
thing in the nature of serious 
training on the Athletic Ground, 
and in fact no other club appears 
to consider training of sufficient 
value to include it in their 
policies ! What a difference there 
would be in College achievements 
— not only on the sports field — 
if more people took a feather out 
of the Boat Club’s hat and 
trained systematically. Congratu- 
lations to you, B.C., and it is to 
be hoped that results will justify 
your efforts. 

HIGHFIELD HANDICAP. 

Our Form expert quotes the 
following odds for this event : 
Evans 8 — 1 
Wareham 10 — 1 
Morris 1 5 — 1 
Kitson 500 — 1 

Several others have shown quite 
good form in preliminary canters. 
Sidgriff, who has done so well in 
other races, has been withdrawn 
by his owners, as it is felt that this 
type of race, where' the going is 
heavy, is unsuitable for so young 
an animal. He will probably 
be entered for higher stakes later 
on in the year. 


RUGGER 

R.A.F. Calshot 6 pts. U.C.S. 14 pts. 

College started the term with a 
well-deserved win against R.A.F. 
Calshot by 10 points to 6 points 
on Wednesday. 

In the first half, they were 
unable to make full use of the 
down-hill slope as the sun shone 
in their face, but Burden was able 
to fall on the ball after it had been 
knocked over the line by a Calshot 
outside. Roberts converted. Wife, 
R., scored a second try from a 
good dribbling movement and 
Roberts again co verted. 

In the second half Calshot 
scored twice, once between the 
posts, but they failed to convert. 
They also missed an easy penalty 
goal. 

Wednesday, Feb. 3rd. 

U.A.U. v. READING. 


NETBALL. 

U.C.S. 17. Queen’s 6. 

Although Queen’s were not up 
to their usual standard on Wed- 
nesday, College played well to 
win by such a substantial margin. 
The team had never played to- 
gether before, and there was much 
muddling in the first half, and far 
too much careless individual play. 
The game improved in the second 
half ; passing was better and there 
were fewer dropped balls ; the 
shooters were active, not only in 
shooting but also in their play in 
the goal circle. It was an enjoy- 
able game, but a poor exhibition 
of Netball. 


MEN’S HOCKEY. 

R.A.F. Worthydown 2 goals, 
U.C.S. 0 goals. 

The conditions under which this 
match was played made good 
hockey almost an impossibility. 
The pitch was sloping and bumpy 
and the surface slow and erratic. 
In spite of this, however, College 
accounted well for itself and 
should have scored more than 
once. The forwards, however, on 
the slow side at the best of times, 
were rendered even slower by the 
uncertainty of the pitch, and 
failure to score was the result. 

Other matches were scratched 
owing to the weather conditions; 
we can only hope for better 
conditions in the future. 


WOMEN’S BOAT CLUB. 

The Club hope to be able to 
announce in the near future the 
possession of a Tub Four, though 
it will only be partly paid for. 
Still, after the dance on January 
23rd, another £3 4s. 6d. has been 
added to the Club Fund ! Mr. 
Dudley has donated 10/-, and 
Miss Henderson 5/-. The Club 
hopes, then, by its own efforts and 
by the help of friends to continue 
until it has sufficient funds. The 


members would like to thank all 
those who have so far supported 
them with contributions, and those 
who so willingly and ably helped 
to make the dance a success. 


SOCCER. 

U.C.S. 2, Exeter U.C. 3. 

The pitch was very muddy after 
recent heavy rains but by swinging 
the ball about both sides made 
repeated attacks. 

College were the first to score 
after 15 minutes. A penalty was 
given to U.C.S. for “hands” 
and Robson made no mistake 
from the spot. College were now 
the superior team and did most 
of the attacking. During one of 
these attacks the ball rolled right 
across the front of the Exeter goal 
with no-one near enough to put it 
into the net. Wallace was working 
very hard at right-half and sent 
in several dangerous shots. The 
Exeter outside-left then scored 
with a grand shot. Just before 
half-time Exeter went ahead follow- 
ing a scramble in front of the home 
goal-mouth. 

With the wind at their back 
Southampton were soon attacking 
and within five minutes had equal- 
ised through Eden. Belton raced 
away and centred and meeting his 
centre Eden shot into the net. 
College now put everything they 
knew into attack, but try as they 
would, College could not score. 
Both Eden and Wallace narrowly 
missed scoring and other good 
attempts were frustrated by the 
Exeter goalie. Exeter eventually 
attacked and Robson had to bring 
off several good saves to keep them 
out. Whilst College were appeal- 
ing for off-side the Exeter left- 
winger put his side ahead again 
with a good shot from a difficult 
angle. 

All the “fire” now appeared 
to go out of the College team and 
Exeter were attacking when the 
final whistle went. 

Robson was in fine form in goal 
for U.C.S. and Cowling and New- 
land did good work in defence. 
Cook was brilliant for Exeter in 
some of his movements and Wal- 
lace was outstanding in attack 
and defence for Southampton. 


FIXTURES. 

Wednesday, Feb. 3rd. 

1st XI v. R.A.O.C. Hilsea 
(away). 

2nd XI v. Lymington Rovers 
(home). 

3rd XI v. Seamen’s Mission 
(home). 

Saturday, Feb. 6th. 

1st XI v. Goldsmith’s College 
(home). 

2nd XI v. Portsmouth Civil 
Service (away). 

3rd XI v. Old Issonians (home). 


Pride of Race 

Out of the mists of the Wessex 
past 

We come, the chosen, elected few ; 
Ours is the Breeding and the 
Caste : 

We are the ’32. 

We are the kings, the regal line, 
The stars in a surrounding night ; 
The unelect may only shine 
With a reflected light. 

The fellowship of other breeds. 
Of mangy and of mongrel curs, 

Is but the strife of heathen creeds, 
We are the arbiters. 

We seal our aristocracy 
With friendly beers reciprocate, 
But for the unelect shall be 
A fierce, undying hate. 

You, Freshers, you should all 
aspire 

For entrance to our Inner Ring : 
Thus does the PRESIDENT 
require, 

And he can pull, if you desire, 
On many an Influential Wire, 
And many a useful String. 

W.S.B. 

EPILOGUE. 

To the Editor of Wessex News. 

Sir, 

W.S.B. ’s foolish doggerel 
published in Wessex News. . . . 


H.M.S. Cotpie 

Internal Disorders in College. 

We are happy to record in 
topical song some of the recent 
happenings in College. 

Enter pyjama-clad Refec. mar- 
tyrs with agonised expressions. 
(All) 

Carefully on tiptoe stealing 
Cursing softly in our plight, 
Every step with caution feeling 
For it is the fourteenth time 
to-night. 

(Sound of Rushing Waters) 
Goodness me 
There’s quite a crush. 

(Solo by Tommy Aike) 

Silent be 
I hear the flush. 

I hear, I hear the flush. 

(All) 

He’s right, no need to rush. 


The President says : — “I’m the 
best advertisement for Crooke’s 
Halibut Liver Oil. ’ ’ 


How many of Highfield have 
given the excuse that Friday’s 
blackout was responsible for the 
lateness of their essays ? 


The Rambling Club was joined 
by another dog last week. It was 
motheaten about the ears, and 
our canine expert identified it as 
belonging to the well-known 
“Shirley Pot-Pourri” breed. It 
covered the 20 mile course well, 
but in true Rambling Club style 
it finished up by being taken home 
— to the Southampton Police 
Station ! 


Broadmindedness ! A well- 
known College Conservative was 
seen going in to the S.C.M. meet- 
ing on Saturday morning carrying 
a ‘ ‘ Daily Worker. ’ ’ 


WESSEX NEWS 


War in the Mediterranean ? 

K. J. Newman introduced, last 
Friday, a series of talks arranged 
by the L.N.U. on modern inter- 
national problems, with a review 
of the situation now obtaining 
in the Eastern Mediterranean 
region. He commenced by ex- 
plaining that the hieroglyph on 
the wall was merely a modernistic 
conception of the region under 
discussion, and, with an oc- 
casional wave of his spectacles, 
went on to enumerate European 
interests in the near and far East 
involving the use of the Suez 
Canal, which was therefore a 
main zone of friction. Then fol- 
lowed an outline of the relations 
of Abyssinia with European 
countries since 1900, culminating 
in the Italo-Abyssinian conflict 
and the resultant annexation of 
Ethiopia. England’s interest in 
the Suez Canal was next dealt 
with, and it was shown how the 
recent Anglo - Egyptian Treaty 
could easily be construed as the 
outcome of alleged Italian activity 
in Abyssinia. 

That the Eastern Mediterranean 
is a zone of friction is not open to 
serious doubt, but as to its result 
the speaker expressed no opinion, 
and very little discussion followed. 

The speaker emphasised the 
manner in which, to gain their 
own selfish ends, Powers merely 
exploited the League, which per- 
force remains impotent. If it is 
to gain its ends the League must 
be reconstructed so as to include 
all nations, and not remain a 
meeting-place for a chosen few of 
the world’s premier countries : 
it must, in fact, become what it 
is not at present — a League of 
NATIONS. 

R.D.G.K. 


CHESS CLUB 

Two fine wins and a bad loss 
was the lot of the Club last week. 
The “ B, ” playing the Rooks, 
failed to get going, and lost 
4| — 2\ ; but the “ A ” and the 
“ C ” easily accounted for the 
Tauntons School teams, each 
winning 5 games with one still 
undecided in the former match. 

On Wednesday, two teams will 
be competing in the Lightning 
Team Tournament at Tauntons 
School, one in each Division. 

It is to be hoped that Finals 
(or any other) Fever will not con- 
tinue to diminish our resources 
which have already dwindled to 
an alarming extent. 


R. A. POPE 

202. BURGESS ROAD 

Men’s 

Outfitter 
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You pass it on your way to College 
from Hall 


Correspondence 

The Editor, Wessex News. 

Dear Sir, 

I would like to correct some 
of the statements made by Miss 
Scott in regard to the S.C.M. Quad- 
rennial in last week’s “Wessex 
News.” Her first statement that 
the lack of organization was very 
apparent shows a complete ignor- 
ance of the facts. The organiza- 
tion of hospitality for some 2,000 
delegates is no mean feat ; yet 
everyone who registered properly 
received free accommodation. 
It is simply untrue to say that for 
at least three nights over twenty 
per cent of the delegates were 
very inadequately accommodated ; 
eighty men — four per cent. — were 
accommodated in a church school 
— not a church hall — with good 
heating, washing facilities, free 
meals, etc. 

Miss Scott stated that she found 
it impossible to discover the 
objects of the conference : did 
the title, “ God Speaks to this 
Generation,” mean nothing to 
her ? To my mind it seemed 
obvious that the conference was 
called to find out how God does 
speak to this generation, if He 
speaks at all. 

- In regard to discussion, did 
Miss Scott stop to consider how 
one person speaking in a hall the 
size of Birmingham Town Hall 
could possibly be heard without 
the use of a microphone ? I 
would add that there were two 
discussion groups set apart in 
which any one who wished could 
discuss the subjects of the general 
meetings. 

Of the eight main meetings, two 
only were directly concerned with 
missions ; how then could “mis- 
sionary propaganda” be “ram- 
pant” ? 

My impression was that prac- 
tical Christianity was everywhere 
apparent ; a critical body of 
students was demanding to know 
what positive contribution Christi- 
anity has to make towards the cure 
of the terrible ills of the world 
at this time. 

This desire to find the answer 
to present-day problems was too 
compelling to allow delegates to 
feel very pleased with themselves, 
or to work themselves up to an 
emotional height of self-comfort. 
They saw at Birmingham that the 
world will not wait until profess- 
ing Christians have warmed them- 
selves by the pleasant glow 
produced by the wood from the 
kindly Cross of God. This was 
the challenge which faced me and 
which made my brain a whirl as 
I left Birmingham. 

Yours sincerely, 

L. H. Moore, 

(Sec., S.C.M). 


SHOULD WOMEN PAY? 

To the Editor of Wessex News. 
Dear Sir, 

At the risk of being criticised 
for indelicacy and lack of taste 
we wish to raise a question which 
has long been simmering in the 
minds of several estimable fel- 
lows who wish to take part in the 


social activities at College. 

Should Women Pay For Them- 
selves ? 

Admittedly most Coll, women 
are very sporting in this awkward 
matter, but some greedy (or 
thoughtless) parasitic females un- 
scrupulously feed, “ flick,” and 
dance at the expense of their 
male friends. These fellows, 
through a misguided sense of 
chivalry, are bled without com- 
plaint. 

Stop capitalising Sex-Appeal, 
Oh ye of the stock of Delilah ! 

One sufferer has ruefully con- 
fessed to us that shirt, socks, and 
sundries are laundered only once 
a fortnight now that he is friendly 
with Miss G. Digger. 

Surely in such a community as 
this, where allowances are more 
or less equal, women should not 
only offer, but INSIST ON 
PAYING FOR THEMSELVES. 

Yours, etc., 

D. B. Barker. 

M. J. Hoyle. 


LIBRARY HOURS. 

To the Editor of Wessex News. 

Dear Sir, 

I have received a letter from 
the Librarian with reference to 
the alteration in Library hours, 
which I shall be glad if you will 
print. 

Yours, etc., 

P. G. Wickens, President. 

Dear Mr. Wickens, 

I shall be glad if you will 
draw the attention of students to 
the fact that on and after Monday, 
1st February, the library will be 
closed for the hour between 1 and 
2 and also on Wednesday after- 
noons. This decision was arrived 
at by the Library Committee on 
Friday last as a result of a dis- 
cussion on the necessity for ad- 
ditional staff. It is not possible 
to appoint extra staff immediately, 
and, as a temporary measure, this 
alteration in hours has been de- 
vised. It will enable the library 
staff to give more time to the 
cataloguing and other general 
work of the library by reducing 
the hours of attendance at the 
counter. I want to emphasise 
quite clearly the fact that this 
arrangement is to be made only 
as a temporary measure. 

Yours sincerely, 

D. P. Powell, 

Librarian. 


CHINESE STUDENTS 

To the Editor of Wessex News. 

Dear Sir, 

May I just say that the 
Chinese Students ’ demonstra- 
tions mentioned in my previous 
letter have ceased, as the Govern- 
ment put an end to the whole 
thing almost immediately after 
it had started. Interviews with 
representatives from the Authority 
were granted, and a perfect under- 
standing has since been established 
between the Government and the 
Student body, as seen from the 
nation’s attitude in dealing with 
foreign affairs. 

Yours, etc., 

Kei Yan Wai. 


Calendar 

Tuesday, Feb. 2nd. 

1.20 p.m. Christian Union. 
Bible Study. Room 35. 

6 p.m. Choral Society Rehearsal, 
Assembly Hall. 

8 p.m. 4th Lecture of a Series 
of Ten University Extension 
Lectures on “ Our Language,” 
by Dr. S. Potter, M.A., B.Litt., 
at University College. 

8 p.m. 3rd Lecture of a Series 
of Ten University Extension 
Lectures on “ Modern English 
Writers,” by Professor V. de S. 
Pinto, M.A., D.Phil., at The 
Awdry Tearoom, Winchester. 
Wednesday, Feb. 3rd. 

7.30 Institution of Production 
Engineers Committee Meeting. 
Thursday, Feb. 4th. 

1.20 p.m. Architecture Society 
Room 1. “ Misericordes, ” by 
Miss A. M. Trout. 

8 p.m. 4th Lecture of a Series 
of Ten University Extension 
Lectures on “ The Ancient 
World ” (Greece and Rome), 
by Prof. G. F. Forsey, M.A., 
at University College. 

8.15 p.m. Public Lecture: 
“ The Vision of Piers Plow- 
man,” by Dr. S. Potter, M.A., 
B.Litt. (University College, 
Southampton). 

Friday, Feb. 5th. 

5.15 p.m. Geographical Society 
Room 1. A Lantern Lecture 
will be given by W. P. Burton, 
Esq., entitled “Custom and 
Folk Lore in a Congo Tribe. ’ ’ 

5.15 p.m. Biological Society. 
“ The Ecology of Fresh 
Water,” H. P. Moon, M.A. 

8.15 p.m. Inter-Varsity Debate. 
Saturday, Feb. 6th. 

Union Ball. 

Sunday, Feb. 1th. 

9.45 a.m. Collegiate Service 
at St. Mary’s, South Stoneham. 
Preacher : The Rev. C. S. 
Herbert, B.D., of the Avenue 
Congregational Church, South- 
ampton. 

Monday, Feb. 8th. 

8.15 p.m. Public Lecture: 
“ Indo - European Linguistics 
in Relation to the Study of 
Mythology,” by Professor A. 
Carnoy (Prof, of Comparative 
Philology at the University of 
Louvain). 
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